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PASTOR’S CORNER 
 

Happy New Year! Many people have the 

tradition of coming up with some New Year 

Resolutions.  Things they would like to work on in 

the forthcoming year.  Though the New Year 

celebration is not essentially a penitential season 

like the Lenten season, it nevertheless avails us 

the opportunity for conscious self-reflection – 

trying to figure out “where we had been” in the 

past year(s) and “where we want to go” in the 

upcoming year.  My assumption is that like others 

you came up with some wonderful ideas you want 

to work on or pursue this year.  The first two 

weeks of the year have come and gone.  How are 

you doing thus far?  Should it be that you do not 

have any New Year Resolutions at all, it is not too 

late to come up with one.  Are you having 

problems finding one?  Have you ever considered 

working on being a happy person and putting 

smiles on the faces of people around you?  The 

thought of being happy and striving to be a source 

of joy & happiness to those around us can be 

overwhelming to anyone who has not experienced 

true joy & happiness in his/her life.  However, 

true joy & happiness is possible and can be found 

in doing the simple things in life, for example, by 

serving others in our families and communities 

through active Family & Community Participation.  

Family & Community Participation refers to 

individuals who freely serve and volunteer their 

time, talent, and treasure to help their families 

and community solve their own problems.  Our 

parish family would not have been able to carry 

out and fulfill the demands of our various 

ministries if there were no active volunteers 

involved in the life and ministry of our parish. 

Understandably, we are all busy with our complex 

lives and commitments.  Being a St. Leo 

parishioner ought to be more than registering at 

St. Leo, coming to mass on Sundays, and leaving 

after mass. It should also include getting involved 

in the life and ministry of our parish.  For 

example, lingering after mass, introducing 

yourself, and striking up a conversation with 

others who are hanging around; taking a copy of 

our bulletin home and reading it to find out events 

and activities going on in our parish.  

 

 

Our parish ministers effectively to our active 

parishioners by drawing them closer to the 

Sacraments and nourishing their prayer life so 

they can in turn go out and minister to others. 

Have you ever thought about getting more 

involved in our parish this year? 

Understandably, being actively involved in 

the life and ministry of our parish is not an easy 

task.  It requires you to take an inventory of 

your different gifts and talents to find out how 

you can use them to serve God and His Church.  

Also, it entails spending some time in silent 

prayer to discern where God might be calling you 

to serve and the amount of responsibility, time 

and commitment that will be required of you to 

carry out the ministry.  Making a decision to 

serve in one area of our ministry (after a 

thoughtful discernment) and following it up with 

a commitment shows that you understand that 

some of our ministries require a weekly 

commitment with additional preparation time (for 

example, being a Catechist in our Faith 

Formation program), others are less frequent, 

and some require intense commitment over a 

short period of time.  

This year ought to give you the new life 

and the new beginning you have desired for so 

long.  If your desire this year is to contribute to 

the growth of our parish family or to make a 

difference in the lives of others, call our Parish 

Office to talk to any member of our staff.  To find 

out our parish’s needs and how you can help, 

contact any of our Ministry Leaders (found at the 

back of our bulletin) or the Welcome Booklet 

located at the Welcome kiosk in the Narthex.  

Thanks so much for your prayers and 

thoughtfulness and be assured of my thoughts 

and prayers.   

Remain blessed. ~~ Fr. Alfred Obiudu  
 

ark averted 
 

Our Christmas Eve ‘flood’ made for wet feet at 

our 5:30 mass.  Thank you to all the volunteers 

who helped move the things needed for mass out 

of the church and into the Fellowship Hall.  The 

‘unexpected’ was dealt with in a timely fashion.  

We couldn’t have done it without everyone’s 

swift action. Thank you! 
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New Parishioners 
 

St. Leo’s is delighted to have John and Karen 

Walsh, John and Karen Walsh, Terrence and 

Elizabeth Frederick, Terrence and Elizabeth 

Frederick, Tom and Janet Good, Amanda Giuliani, 

the Pridmore family (Dalton, Jamie, Evelynn, and 

Harper) and the Stogner family (Daniel, Theresa, 

Isaac, and Filomena) join the parish.  Welcome to 

our new parish family. 
 

Ministry Spotlight 
Homeless Ministry 
 

The Homeless Ministry has been busy in the last 

quarter of 2022.  The Christmas Food Distribution 

provided 85 bags of food along with $10 gift 

certificates to the community.  Christmas goody 

bags were delivered to our homebound along with 

‘spiritual bouquets’ made by the youth in Faith 

Formation.  
 

This outreach also provided a meal to the Bunker 

Hill United Methodist church for distribution to the 

community.  EPIC in Martinsburg, a women’s 

shelter, was also able to partake in this meal.  This 

service reaches around 125 people every other 

month.  
 

Thank you to all of our parishioners who continually 

stock our pantry or provide monetary donations to 

keep this ministry going. 

 

MONEY, MONEY, MONEY! 
 

As a result of qualifying purchases made between 

April 1st and June 30th AmazonSmile sent a check to 

St. Leo in October for $155.46.  A check in the 

amount of $182.30 was received in December for 

purchases made between July 1st and September 

30th.  So far our parish has received $2,603.46 

from this program.  If you are an Amazon shopper, 

it’s simple to participate.  Make sure to shop using 

smile.amazon.com and select St Leo Catholic 

Church Inwood. 
 

A check for $72.50 was also recently received from 

EmptiesforCash for empty printer cartridges.  Keep 

on bringing in your ink cartridges.   

 

Upcoming Events 
 

Fish Fry – February 3 and every Friday in Lent 

(February 24, March 3, 10, 17, 24, 31) 

Ash Wednesday – February 22 

St Patrick’s Day Party – March 19   

Spring Craft Fair – April 15 & 16 

Parish Yard Sale – June 2 & 3 

Annual Car Show – September 16 

Fall Craft Show – October 28 & 29 
 

Community Thank You 
 

Berkeley/Jefferson County Schools thanks 

everyone who participated in the 38th 

anniversary of the Advent Giving Tree.  We 

reached 126 children this year with your 

generosity.  We also thank Larry and Shirley 

Slebodnick for their continued dedication to this 

outreach program. 
 

Gift Card Program 
 

Melanie Nesslerodt presented a check for 

$10,147 to Fr. Alfred the weekend of January 7/8 

for the 2022 gift card purchases.  This program 

over the past 16 years has generated over 

$180,000 proving every little bit counts.  Thank 

you for your participation and please continue to 

support this worthwhile program. 
 

Welcome ministry 
 

The Welcome Ministry is looking for additional 

members to greet fellow parishioners and visitors 

before all of the Masses (Saturday 5pm, Sunday 

9am and 11:30am).  This is a great ministry to 

do as a family which gets the children involved 

also and let's face it who would not love to see a 

child welcoming them to Mass.  If you are 

interested in joining the Welcome Ministry, 

please contact Sheri Lincecum at 

brighteyes195005@gmail.com or at 304-229-

7758. 
   

Newsletter Team 
 

Got some scoop?  The editors of Joyful Noise 

are Sheri Lincecum and Karen Bageant.  Email us 

at joyfulnoise@stleo.com. 

 


